
The Academic Husky
 

News & Notes from the Academic Office

Naviance Curriculum Introduction 
   We were very excited to start the school year with a 
new resource for helping students build their plans for 
after high school. 
   The Naviance curriculum covers a broad range of 
topics designed to guide students at each grade level so 
that they are able to make personalized plans for life 
after high school. The curriculum is organized into six 
core themes: 
Self Discovery:  
Students learn about their traits, strengths, self-
confidence, personality, learning styles 
Success Skills:  
Students learn about time management, goal setting,  
study habits 
Support Networks:  
Students learn to identify people  who can serve as 
resources to them and build relationships to promote 
collaboration 
College Planning:  
Students learn about college options, how to choose 
a college that fits, and the steps to take to apply for 
admission 
Career Planning:  
Students learn about career possibilities, link high 
school courses to careers, and plan for success in 
the professions that interest them 
Financial Planning:  
Students learn to build budgets, apply for 
scholarships and financial aid  

Parents:  
   You can also keep track of your student’s participation 
in the curriculum, as well as their post secondary 
planning. While we work hard to ensure that each 
student is confident about their post secondary plan, we 
know we can’t do this without your help. If you have not 
accessed your Naviance account yet, please contact the 
Academic Office for login information or support.

PSAT Follow Up  
   On Wednesday, October 19th, MCI 
sophomores and juniors participated in the 
PSAT/NMSQT.  Students should receive 
their results in the next several 
weeks.While the PSAT is a practice exam, 
we do encourage students to use their 
results as an opportunity to prepare for the 
SAT. All juniors will be taking the SAT in 
the Spring of 2017. We also encourage 
students to use Khan Academy when 
preparing for these very important college 
placement exams. Please contact a member 
of the academic office if you have any 
questions about your PSAT scores.  

Senior College Access Month & Sessions  
   During the month of September, the academic 
counselors visited senior English classes to discuss 
college and career planning. The counselors covered a 
wide range of topics, which also included the creation 
of a Common Application account, and connecting it 
with their Naviance account. This is a crucial step 
when submitting application materials electronically. 
Other topics included……. 

* Naviance Account Information 
* Collegeboard Information 
* SAT Registration Information & Deadlines 
* Accuplacer Information 
* Creation of a College List on Naviance 
* Scholarship Searches & Deadlines 
* Financial Aid Opportunities  
* Teacher Recommendations 
* The College Essay 
* The Naviance Curriculum 
* Resume Building 
* Club & Activity Information 
* Community Service Information



New Director of Studies 
    
MCI has hired an additional 
person for our Academic 
Office to support teaching 
and learning across the 
school. 

Elizabeth Daigle, Ph.D., has an 
extensive background in 
adolescent literacy and 
interventions for supporting 
struggling students. 

Ms Daigle attended UMaine 
Orono and has family in 
Bangor. She left Maine after 
earning her BS at UMO to 
teach middle school and high 
school in the Pacific Northwest. 

She earned her master’s degree 
at Boston University, studying 
language and culture in 
educational contexts before 
moving to Athens, Georgia for 
a Ph.D program in Literacy 
and Language Education. 

Ms Daigle has worked with pre-
service and inservice teachers 
at the post-secondary level, and 
most recently as a drop-out 
prevention specialist at a high 
school in Vermont.  

As the Director of Studies at 
MCI, she shares an office with 
Heidi Cook in Founders Hall, 
and is a dorm parent in Alumni 
Hall.  

  We are very excited to have 
Elizabeth join us this year! 
 

 

Outdoor Careers Expo 
   On October 7th, MCI hosted its 2nd Annual 
Outdoor Careers Expo.  Presenters from the 
Appalachian Mountain Club, SOLO Wilderness 
Medicine School, US Geological Survey, and 
the Colby College Biology Department were on 
campus with hands-on projects for students in 
grades 8-12.  Activities included: flight 
simulation, improvised tourniquets, mammal 
skull identification, and more! 
   Students commented on how fun the sessions 
were and had great suggestions for future careers 
to be represented. Presenters noted how polite 
and engaged the students were and that they 
would all be thrilled to come back again!

FAFSA Fiesta, FAME & FAFSA Completion             
  On Wednesday, October 5th, the Academic 
Office hosted the First Annual FAFSA Fiesta for 
seniors and their parents. The evening was 
designed to give seniors and their families a 
chance to complete the Free Application for 
Financial Aid (FAFSA) with experienced members 
of the Finance Authority of Maine (FAME), who 
were readily available to help answer any 
questions about what can sometimes be a very 
confusing process. Families were offered a 
Mexican style meal in the cafeteria in advance 
(many thanks to our great dining service staff), 
before making their way to the Ella Powell Room 
in the library for a brief financial aid presentation, 
and then completion of the FAFSA with computers 
displayed throughout the building. Participation 
was high, with over 65 students and family 
members in attendance, and over 23 completed 
FAFSA’s!

FAFSA Fiesta! 

 

 

When:  
Wednesday, October 5th 2016 

5:00 - 5:50 pm Dinner in the Café (free, but reservation required*) 

6:00 - 8:00 pm FAFSA Presentation & Completion 

 

What: 
An evening with the Finance Authority of Maine (FAME)  

to help students & families complete the 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

Who:  
MCI Seniors who are US citizens and applying for college 

& their families 

What to Bring:   
 

Your Family’s Financial Information (student and parent information) 

x Social Security Numbers x 2015 Federal Income tax returns 
x 2015 W-2 Forms and other records of money you earned 

x current bank statements & your FAFSA ID (created with your Academic Counselor in College Access Sessions) 

 

with a touch of Autumn 

* Please make a reservation to join us for a 

Fiesta-themed, Mexican-style dinner!  
RSVP by Wednesday, September 28th by contacting: 

Scott Giallombardo    sgiallombardo@mci-school.org 
(207) 487-4453 x190 

Why:  
Because the FAFSA is a little weird… 

and we don’t want the application to keep you from 

accessing valuable $tudent loan$! 



After School Academic Help  
  With the fall semester flying by, many students 
have already come to the library to utilize the 
academic supports that are offered. During the day 
and after school, the library is a hub for academic 
help - whether you need help with homework, test 
prep, essay editing, brainstorming, or something 
else. Ms. Laamoon is available after school until 4 
every school day except for Wednesdays, and 
tutors are available after school and during the day 
by appointment for any subject. Additionally, on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays there is 
another teacher available for more academic help. 
Mondays there is also humanities specific help.  

   For more information about academic support in 
the library, or if you are interested in becoming a 
tutor or being matched with one, contact  
Ms. Laamoon at elaamoon@mci-school.org

 

Colleges of the Fenway Tour 
   November 3rd marked our 4th annual 
trip to the Colleges of the Fenway in 
Boston.  Our best weather yet, students 
toured the campuses, heard about the Red 
Sox ticket deals they can get, and were 
interested in knowing more about all the 
different opportunities that come from 
being part of the 6 school consortium.  
Several students on this year's trip had 
never been to Boston so it was a great day 
to check out schools, eat lunch at Faneuil 
Hall/Quincy Market, and figure out if 
going to school in a city is a good fit or 
not!    

“I don't ever want to go to college or live 
in Boston, it's too crazy and too much 
traffic. But I loved the food and 
everything else”. - Ciera Hamlin '18

Kassidy Giggey 
Welcome  
   Kassidy Giggey is a 
student at University 
of Maine at 
Farmington, and will 
graduate in December 
with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology 
with a minor in 
Theater. She would like to become a high school guidance 
counselor, which is how she ended up at MCI as an 
Academic Counseling Intern. She is currently applying to 
graduate schools to get her Masters of Science in School 
Counseling, so if you’re stressed about applying for college, 
she understands what it’s like! You may have also seen her 
around the school as a substitute teacher. Ms. Giggey also 
has a job at UMF as the assistant costume designer for the 
theater department. When she’s not working, she likes to 
hike, camp, and act. 
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Junior College Access Month & Sessions  
   During the month of October, the academic 
counselors visited junior English classes to discuss 
college and career planning. The counselors 
covered a wide range of topics, which included the 
necessary steps to fulfilling their college and/or 
career aspirations. Topics included……..  
 
* Naviance Account Information 
* College Board Information 
* SAT & Accuplacer Information 
* “Colleges I’m Thinking About List” 
* Financial Aid Information & Deadlines 
* Scholarship Information & Deadlines 
* Club & Activity Information 
* Community Service Information 
* Social Media Thoughts 
* Resume Building 
* Information about Teacher Recommendations 
   
  Senior year will be here before they know it! It is 
important that each junior is taking the steps 
necessary now to reach their post secondary goals 
in the near future! 

 

MELMAC & MCI  
   The MELMAC Grant 
continues to provide MCI 
students with unique 
opportunities to help in their 
post secondary planning.  
Most recently, members of the 
MELMAC Team purchased 3 
new tv’s that will be displayed 
in the academic office, cafe, 
and library for student 
viewing. Members will use 
the tv’s to continuously 
provide useful information 
about College & Career 
Planning, which includes 

college representative visit 
information, application 
deadlines, scholarship 
notifications,  etc. 
   The MELMAC Team has 
also recently purchased a 
banner to display at our 
College & Career Planning 
events. The banner proudly 
hangs in the MCI Academic 
Office!  
   Our MELMAC Grant has 
supported our students 
financially in the following 
ways: Cyr Coach Bus for the 
Colleges of the Fenway Tour, 

UMaine 
Freshmen Tour, 
Dinner for 
families to kick 
off the FAFSA Fiesta, food 
distributed during the Careers 
Expo, prizes for our College 
& Career themed sit down 
dinner, and more! So thrilled 
to have MELMAC’s support 
of our students!

UMaine Transcript Review Day  
   On Thursday, November 17th, the academic 
office will host its Annual UMaine College 
Transcript Review Day” for seniors who have 
applied to UMO for the 2017-2018 academic year. 
Seniors will have the chance to meet with a 
UMaine Orono college representative, who will 
talk with them and evaluate the strength of their 
application. It is very important for students to 
come prepared with several questions for the 
representative. They must also complete their 
application and submit it to UMaine by November 
10th to have this wonderful opportunity! Students 
applying to UMaine Orono should meet with their 
academic counselor to ensure their application 
materials are submitted by this deadline! This will 
give UMaine a chance to process information for 
the day!



College & Career Stamp Cards  
   We are excited to re-introduce the College & 
Career Planning Stamp Cards for our students 
again this year! Students are encouraged to pick up 
their stamp card from their academic counselor. 
The cards are meant to serve as a reminder of 
various topics that should be completed each year 
in preparation for life beyond MCI. Students who 
complete the information listed on their card are 
far more prepared when pursuing their post 
secondary plan. Students who complete a certain 
percentage of their stamp card will also be in the 
running for prizes throughout the year. Please see 
your academic counselor for more details.    
Parents: We can also give you a card to help 
planning with your student!

Upcoming Events  
 

11/10: Senior UMaine College Application 
Submission Date

11/11: Veterans’ Day: No School
11/14: Winter Athletic Programs Begin
11/17: UMaine Transcript Review Day

11/19 - 11/27: Thanksgiving Break
12/17 - 1/1: Winter Break

1/16: Martin Luther King Day: No School
1/18 - 1/20: Mid Year Exams
1/20: Close of 2nd Quarter

2/17: Early Dismissal
2/18 - 2/26: February Break
3/3 & 3/4: Winter Carnival

College & Career Sit Down Dinner 
   On Wednesday, October 19th, the MCI Academic 
Office organized and participated in a College & 
Career Planning themed Sit Down Dinner in the 
MCI Dining Commons, which included the 
participation by our entire residential population. 
While many seniors are already going through the 
application process, the counselors used this time 
as an opportunity to follow up on relevant 
information that should be attended to, while also 
educating underclassmen about college and career 
planning topics. 
   It was an excellent time for students, faculty and 
staff, as those attending were encouraged to 
communicate at their dinner tables about college 
related themes, while some were even brave 
enough to stand and share their aspirations with 
those in attendance. These students were 
rewarded with college related gear and gift cards 
purchased through our MELMAC Grant. All 
students left with useful college planning material, 
and the Academic Office is already eager to begin 
planning our next College & Career Sit Down 
Dinner. It was an fun time for all!

Community Service Day 
   On Wednesday, October 26th, MCI 
participated in its 9th Annual Fall 
Community Service Day. With service 
actives ranging from raking to 
winterizing, to  preparing brunch for 
members of our community, MCI students  
& faculty once again showed what it 
meant to be a Husky! Our students not 
only perform in the classroom, athletic 
arena, fine arts, etc. but also in the 
community as well!! We are so proud of 
our students’ dedication to service, and are 
impressed with their genuine care for 
those around them.  As always, great job  
everyone!


