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Holiday Edition

I am happy to bring you this Holiday Edition
of the Husky Howl, highlighting the wonderful
achievements in MCI Clubs & Activities!

Kindness Krew
The Kindness Krew has been very busy this
holiday season. We once again teamed up with
Key Club for the Thanksgiving Dinner Project
and were able to supply over 20 full
Thanksgiving meals to local families in need.
The Annual Tree Lighting following the holiday
concert was also a success. We have many
projects planned for the second half of the year
as we pair with the Heart of Pittsfield to help
support their "Year of Kindness" project. -Mrs.
Libby

Student Leadership Committee (SLC)
The Student Leadership Committee has
recently voted on new members to join the
group. They have been busy discussing and
brainstorming different fundraising ideas like
donating food, toiletries and clothing to our oncampus pantry for students, and purchasing SLC
shirts. They also have some great ideas for events
such as floor hockey, a movie night and
dodgeball to help bring the residential and day
students together. Members have been in contact
with SVH and Vickery School to continue their
ongoing volunteer efforts with ‘High on Life and
Not on Drugs” with the hospital, and the
mentoring of younger school children at the
elementary level. -Mrs. Caldwell

NHS has met twice since the induction ceremony
in October. We have elected officers for the year,
and we have joined forces with Mrs. Giallombardo
to organize and stock the Room of Requirement (as
have many groups on campus). We have plans to
go up there next week- December 14 and 15- to
begin organizing, sorting and labeling. We are
happy to announce this year's society officers are
President Brayden Rollins, VP Carter Pearl,
Secretary Caroline Vigue, Treasurer Aaron
Schanck. We will continue to work throughout the
winter on clothing, toiletry, and food drives. We
will also be planning two fundraisers to purchase
induction materials and to donate to a charity.
-Ms. Shorey

Quidditch Club
Quidditch Club has switched gears for winter,
transitioning to indoor meetings until the spring.
We have been meeting weekly in Weymouth to
play spirited games of Harry Potter Clue and
Trivia. As cozy as we are inside, we already have
spring quidditch fever! Quidditch meets
Wednesdays from 3-4. Our meetings are fun and
you don't have to be a Harry Potter fanatic to enjoy
them. Come and join us! -Ms. Lamoon

Masardis
Masardis has been busy putting on their
coffeehouse open-mic nights featuring student and
faculty vocal, instrumental, and improvisational
performances all the while serving up free
refreshments. Coffeehouses have included different
themes including a karaoke night, Halloween
Coffeehouse with scary stories, a holiday-themed
coffeehouse with carol sing alongs. Memorable
performances have included Ms. McKeown's duet
with Sydney Morton on the saxophones, Jim
Nyugen's karaoke, Ms. Chisolm's "Silent Night,"
appearances by a Miranda Sings impersonator, and,

as usual, hearing our residential students share
songs form around the world! -Mr. Buys

Drama Club
MCI DRAMA CLUB: The MCI Drama Club's
production of 10 Ways to Survive A Zombie
Apocalypse enjoyed two performances, one for
family and friends and another in front of the
student body on Nov. 17th and 18th. The student /
faculty performance involved over 50 students and
6 faculty members. Food donations were collected
Thursday evening for MCI's Food pantry.
-Mrs. Susi

Outdoor Adventure Club
Outdoor Adventure Club had a great visit to
Flagstaff Hut in November. We were fortunate
enough to get a reduced rate thanks to some great
sponsors who support school-based outing clubs in
Maine! While we were there, we played games,
walked along the lake, and ventured up part of Little
Bigelow. Once we have some snow and ice, we plan
to snowshoe and ice fish. We also have plans to go
rock-climbing in Southern Maine in the spring. -Ms.
Wagner & Mr. Libby

Ping Pong Club
The Ping Pong Club continues to hold rousing
play sessions every Friday in JR 1. With an average
attendance between 20 and 25 players, 6 tables of
action, and energizing disco music, every Ping Pong
Club meeting leaves players feeling both excited
and refreshed. Ping Pong Club Membership
represents 5 different countries and members range
from Freshmen through Seniors. Truly, if one wants
to see the exciting and bubbling melting pot of MCI
represented in the most fun-loving manifestation,
look no further than JR1 during Husky Time on a
Friday. -Mr. Beach

Destination Imagination
MCI's Destination Imagination Team is taking off
this month! This year's challenge involves three
improvised skits each containing four randomly
selected elements - all to be planned in one minute
and presented in two minutes! If you like to be
creative, work in small groups and are up for a
challenge, see Ms. McKeown in MS 101 for more
information! -Ms. McKeown

Model UN
MCI Model UN is continuing to raise funds for
our conference in May. The week before break, we
are taking donations for our "Philanthropic 50/50."
We are collecting donations, 50% of which will go
to the organization of the raffle-winner's choice.
This will help support the club, but also support a
worthy cause. If you're looking to donate, and a
chance to support your favorite organization, contact
a Model UN member or Mr. Brownell.
If you're interested in earning academic credit for
Model UN, the second semester holds an excellent
opportunity for you! Talk to your counselor about
registering for Global Issues and Model UN for
Spring 2017! -Mr. Brownell

Key Club
Key Club has had a very busy fall, with many
community service projects. We collaborated
with the Kindness Krew to collect food from
advisor groups to donate to area families for
Thanksgiving. We also contributed certificates
for turkeys and baked pies for the baskets. We
wrote Christmas cards for veterans and
distributed them through Operation Gratitude.
We made a donation to the MSAD #53
Children's Benefit fund and went Christmas
caroling at Sebasticook Valley Hospital. We are
currently collecting hats, mittens, gloves, and
boots for those who need them. (We are still
accepting donations!). Our last task before
vacation is to buy gifts for the local giving tree.
We look forward to a busy 2017! -Mrs. Hughes

GSA
Members of MCI's GSA were invited to the
Waterville Opera House's Final Dress Rehearsal
of A Christmas Story, the Musical with members
of Waterville's Out and Allied. Students had a
chance to meet before the performance while
enjoying a show featuring 15 area students
including two from Maine Central Institute. -Ms.
Susi

Student Council
The Student Council at MCI loves
to stay busy! Part of what keeps us
busy is work on our activities that
span the entire year. Fund-raising is
one of them. We raise money to fund
our events and activities, attendance
at conferences, $400 in scholarships
and $300 in charity donations. We
also maintain the bulletin board in
the lobby of the library building and
for it we create seasonal displays,
informational bulletins and
celebrations of student life. Student
Council also sponsors a New Student
Welcome Committee. Our other
yearlong activity revolves around the
school’s theme for that year. We
create and put into place an assembly
and various other activities during
the designated Theme Week and we
do another assembly and activities at
various times of the school year.
Student Council holds two Campus
Coffees, one in December and one in
May. These are full-school events

for which we plan performances and
activities, and times to celebrate the
many good things that happen on
campus. They are called Campus
Coffee because Student Council
hosts snacks and beverages for the
final ten minutes of the event and
everyone has a chance to interact
with students and adults that they
might otherwise not see often during
the school year. For our December
12 Campus Coffee we were in touch
with Santa who paid us an annual
visit, we got gifts for members of the
MCI community and had a sing-off
that showcased the “talent” of some
of our faculty and students.
Our next big adventure is an
overnight retreat for student leaders
on campus, followed by theme
activities, preparation for and
attendance at the state student
council conference, senior
recognition activities and May
Campus Coffee.
Like I said, we like to stay busy!
-Mrs. Kingsbury

Math Team
The MCI Math Team has developed a history of
appealing mostly to our international students.
While we are trying to interest more local students,
we are also competing effectively with other
schools in our league and across the state. At this
point we are halfway through our season. Our two
teams “Solar” and “Lunar” are each in the top half
of all the teams in Maine, and in the Eastern Maine
Math League. Our top team is currently 7th out of 36
teams in our league and 35th out of 143 teams in the
state. We have every reason to believe that we can
improve these standings some in the final two meets
of the year. We expect to improve our standing at
the State Math meet in April as well. Our top

student this year is Lyndon Tao who is 51st in the
State. -Mr. Tyson

Robotics Team
The TerrorBytes are hard at work preparing for the
VEX Competition that will take place at the end of
January. This year's robot has a unique design that
focuses on torque. The robot will be able to push a
great deal of weight and utilize its structure to
hopefully score points in a manner very different
than the other team's robots we will compete
against. We are looking forward to a very
successful 2017 Competition season. -Ms. Kearney

Art Club
With the approaching
Holiday season, members of
the Art Club have been
learning about ceramics. We
started with the basics of
learning how to hand build.
After winter break, we will
begin throwing on the wheel!
Art Club meets in JR9 on
Tuesdays during Husky
Time; we’d love to see you
there. -Mr. Farson
Rock Climbing Club
Rock Climbing Club has
been hanging around the
Maine Bound Adventure
Center at the University of
Maine, Orono Campus. We
started as a small group of
students with little or no
experience climbing. Over
the past month, we have
become a strong community
of MCI rock climbers. Our
members are mastering the
basics of bouldering and
soon will be learning how to
top rope. Rock Climbing
Club meets every Thursday
near the white buses at the
beginning of Husky Time. If
you are interested in joining
the club, see Mr. Farson for
more details. -Mr. Farson

Roleplaying Game Club
Role-playing is a cooperative
form of play in that the players do
not win or lose, but instead try to
progress. We have grown to the
point where we need two active
game masters who invent the
stories and run the games to
manage the 17 active players.
Each player constructs a character
that takes part in the story and
makes decisions that affect the
direction of it. The game masters
must be adept at incorporating
these decisions without losing
control of the plot line. Each
character may compete with
others within the story, as well as
cooperate toward achieving the
overall story objectives.
Characters within the game learn
new skills and gain new powers as
they progress. The club welcomes
anyone with imagination and the
willingness to cooperate in the
creation of fiction that is fun for
all involved. -Mr. Tyson

Fencing Club
The fencing club at MCI is
concerned with teaching the
basics of swordplay to students at
the school. The instructor has been

fencing for over 25 years and is
able to give more advanced
instruction to students who make
sufficient progress or come with
some training. However, the
emphasis is on fencing as
recreation and to provide the
basics for students who may wish
to fence competitively in the
future. The club has sufficient
equipment for 8 to 10 fencers to
borrow, though basic athletic
clothing and footwear is
necessary. All fencing is done
without the use of electronic
scoring. There are currently 6
active fencers. There are very few,
if any, opportunities to fence with
other High Schools in Maine but
the United States Fencing
Association sponsors some events
throughout the year in Maine and
students at MCI have occasionally
attended these competitions. YJ
Lie recently attended the Maine
State Open in Portland and found
the competitors fencing at a very
high level of skill. While he
finished in the middle of the
competition, he got good advice
from the other competitors and
enjoyed himself. -Mr. Tyson

MCI Philanthropy Council

Coding Club
Coding Club has had a busy semester out and about in
the community. Four teams (twenty students)
participated in the annual overnight Thomas Cup
competition at Thomas College which included gaming,
robotics, coding, and cyber security challenges. Two of
our teams placed in the top 10 for the gaming challenge,
and one team placed in the top 10 for the cyber security
challenge. During Computer Science Education Week in
December, Coding Club students traveled to Vickery
Elementary to lead fourth grade students in Hour of
Code activities. Ryan Sigston and Jessica Smith
demonstrated paper coding - a way to learn
programming concepts without any computers.
Following this, Emillie Singh, Ryanne Bane, Lindsey
Eldredge, Guillermo Martin Lopez, and Lyric Laffin
took the fourth grade students through programing
tutorials using Minecraft challenges on Code.org. A local
news station filmed our Coding Club working with the
students. The Coding Club hopes to continue the
relationship with Vickery Elementary's new Coding
Club, and provide mentors to the young students. In the
Spring the Coding Club would like to travel to Warsaw
Middle School to inspire and encourage students to
participate in Computer Science courses. -Mrs. Walden

The MCI Philanthropy Council continues
to support various charities through their
monthly donations! They have also been
active in helping with the campaign video
that will be completed soon. Most recently,
members of the council visited the Walmart
in Palmyra, Maine. Members bought
Christmas gifts for 25 families in the
greater Pittsfield / Newport area, being
sure that children within these families do
not go without a present over the Holiday
vacation. A true act of kindness by these
outstanding members of the student body!
The council looks forward to continuing
to give to others in the coming months. If
you have any charitable organizations that
you would like the council to consider,
please don’t hesitate to contact one of the
members! -Mr. Giallombardo

Bowling Club
The Maine Central Institute Bowling Club
would like to send out an invitation to any
student or adult that would like to try
bowling, be it 10 Pin or Candlepin. We
bowl on Tuesdays from 3-5 PM,
transportation is provided and it is
TOTALLY FREE!!!!!!!!! All ability levels are
encouraged and coaching is available. At
the present time we have been having a
great time with those students who do
come to bowl. Bowling can be a 1 time
tryout that can develop into a lifetime
creative outlet. -Mr. Brown

Puzzle Club
The Maine Central Institute Puzzle Club
is still accepting Jigsaw Puzzlers. We meet
during Husky Time on Fridays. You can
chose a puzzle with some friends, or come
and make new ones. All experience levels
are welcome to join. We have one group
that has almost completed their first
puzzle, and is eyeing their next challenge.
So if you want a quiet or energy packed
activity, come check out the Maine Central
Institute Puzzle club. Once you finish your
puzzle, we will glue it together and you can
take it home. -Mr. Brown

