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Work Begins on Visual and Performing Arts Education Center

A Message from Board President  
Norbert Young Jr. ’66 
On behalf of MCI’s Board of Trustees, I am de-
lighted to acknowledge the more than 135 donors 
who have contributed to date to the Founders 
Campaign. This inaugural issue of The Bell Tower 
provides news and updates on MCI’s historic com-
prehensive capital campaign. Since we announced 
the Campaign last August, alumni and friends have 
given more than $660,000 to MCI. Each gift sup-
ports the promise we are keeping to the future, by 
creating a wonderful Visual and Performing Arts 
Education Center within JR Cianchette Hall, reno-
vating the beloved Founders Hall, enhancing our 
outdoor athletic fields and increasing MCI’s en-
dowment. We will continue to keep you updated on 
our progress to raising a total of $6.5 million, and 
please know, your gift will bring us one step closer 
to meeting that goal by August 4, 2017.
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Current total:  
$4.38 Million

Goal:  
$6.5 Million

MCI Receives $10,000 Grant from Skowhegan Savings Charitable Foundation

Pictured: Headmaster Chris Hopkins and Board Chair Norbert Young Jr. ’66 celebrate 
the launch of the Founders Campaign during the Sesquicentennial Celebration in 
Parks Gymnasium.

Major renovations to MCI’s JR Cianch-
ette building began in December 2016.
The building, constructed in 1958, 
had served as classroom space for the 
math and science departments until 
2003, and for various academics and 
arts classrooms since. When renova-
tions are complete, all of MCI’s visual 
and performing arts programs will be 
housed together, creating a unique ar-
tistic synergy on campus.

Lead gifts to MCI’s $6.5 million Found-
ers Campaign have made this work 
possible, according to Headmaster 
Chris Hopkins. 

“Thanks to early generous contribu-
tions to the Founders Campaign, MCI 
has begun work to transform an exist-

ing building on campus into the Visual 
and Performing Arts Education Center, 
bringing all of the School’s arts pro-
grams under one roof,” Hopkins said. 

The first phase of the renovation project 
focuses on the building’s ground floor. 
The new space will feature a large vo-
cal and instrumental center and a cho-
ral and piano studio. Additional spaces 
will be created for a music library, digi-
tal media lab, recording and practice 
rooms, upgraded restrooms, a new 
ADA restroom and ADA access. 

Plans for the second-floor renovation 
will be presented to the School’s Board 
of Trustees in early 2017, and will in-
clude renovations to spaces for visual 
art, Bossov Ballet and Drama. 

Funds for the $700,000 project were 
contributed by donors to the Found-
ers Campaign, which was publicly 
launched on August 5, 2016 during 
MCI’s Reunion weekend. 

Speaking on behalf of the MCI Board 
of Trustees, President Norbert Young  
Jr. ’66 said, “We are deeply grateful to 
Founders Campaign donors, for they 
have made this major renovation pos-
sible. Their generous support is creat-
ing outstanding opportunities for MCI 
students involved in the visual and per-
forming arts. This is just one example 
of what can be accomplished with the 
support of MCI’s alumni and friends. 
As the Founders Campaign continues, 
we are keeping our promise to the fu-
ture,” added Young.

Why I Give

Campaign Funds Update

Money raised (as of January 18, 2017): $4.38 million 
Donors: 143, including 35 faculty/staff
MCI Trustee Participation: 100 percent
Koester Challenge Funds Matched: $297,931

Thanks to our generous donors, 67 percent of the $6.5 million 
dollar goal has been raised.   

Sixty percent of the $500,000 Koester Challenge has been 
matched, with $202,069 still available.

MCI has received a $10,000 grant from the Skow-
hegan Savings Charitable Foundation for the 
Founders Campaign. “We are grateful for the gen-
erous support of the Skowhegan Savings Charitable 
Foundation,” Hopkins said in accepting the check, 
“and are honored to have earned their support for 
the Founders Campaign, which will strengthen 
MCI for the next 150 years.”

“MCI is unique. We are pleased to support this in-
dependent school offering a comprehensive edu-
cational program to a multicultural student body,” 
said Renee Hawthorne, branch manager of the 
Skowhegan Savings Pittsfield branch. “Our contri-
bution is a team effort with the community to en-
sure that educational diversity is still available to the 
region for another 150 years,” Hawthorne added.

Pictured: MCI guitar students; Bruce Harrington, Skowhegan Savings Assistant Vice 
President and Commercial Loan Officer; Renee Hawthorne, Skowhegan Savings 
Branch Manager, Fairfield & Pittsfield Branches; Christopher J. Hopkins, MCI Head-
master; Dean Neal, MCI Visual and Performing Arts Department Chair. 
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Help us reach  
our goal by 
August 4, 2017!

MCI gave me so many opportunities 
as a student. I am proud to continue 
my family’s long tradition of giving 
back to the School that has served our 
community so well for 150 years.

As an alumna and new faculty 
member, it is my pleasure to support 
the Founders Campaign!                            
                ~Erin Fitts ’02

I supported the Founders Campaign 
because our students, faculty, and 
community will benefit from the 
planned improvements.  

Also, as a member of the Class of 1984 
I feel we all have a responsibility to 
give back to the School that truly has 
shaped our lives. 
                                  ~ Eric Thompson ‘84

This campaign is truly comprehensive 
and diverse - like MCI.  Not only does 
it touch the students of today and 
the future in the arts and athletics, it 
inspires memories of the past for alums 
who remember fondly their time spent 
in Founders Hall by maintaining this 
historic building for future generations.
  
                                    ~Michael Hodgins ’86
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The Koester Challenge Inspires Others

Tom and Anne Koester first set foot on MCI’s campus 
in March 2016.  Neither grew up in Maine, nor at-

tended MCI as a student.  So how did two individuals 
with little connection to the School decide to make one of 
the most extraordinary philanthropic acts in the history of 
Maine Central Institute?

Humble and modest, the Koesters want little in the way of 
recognition for their generosity.  They are successful busi-
ness owners, having operated TC Koester Inc., for forty-
eight years.  Located just outside of Philadelphia, the 
business is a manufacturers’ representative firm providing 
air, gas and materials handling equipment primarily used 
in air pollution and water pollution control applications.  
Their son, Tom Jr., now runs the business, which leaves 
Tom and Anne more time to dedicate to their passion: 
hockey.

Though Tom did not play hockey himself, he became 
interested in the sport when his son began playing as a 
young boy.  He built an impressive résumé, including serv-
ing as president of Atlantic region of USA hockey, where 

he was responsible for about 43,000 players.  In 1997, Tom 
had served as the head JV boys coach at the Hill School in 
Pottstown, PA for four years, when Chris Hopkins arrived 
and became his assistant.  The two coached together for seven 
years during which time they and their spouses, Anne and 
Suzanne, developed a close friendship, visiting each other’s 
vacation homes during the summer and gathering for dinners 
together.  “Chris is a great person and I’ve always enjoyed my 
friendship with him,” stated Tom.  

Though Chris left the Hill School to come to MCI, he and 
Tom stayed in touch.  They spoke often of MCI, and it was 
through Tom that Chris first learned of Christy Gardner, a 
sled hockey player and future Patterson Lecture Series speak-
er who lives in Maine.  Tom had retired from USA hockey 
to devote more time to the Paralympics, in particular sled 
hockey.  “I fell in love with the sport and the players,” Tom 
explained.  “I received an appointment to the IPC, which is 
an international Paralympic organization, to be on the com-
mittee that runs sled hockey.  I was in charge of worldwide 
development and now I’m in charge of worldwide competi-
tion. I ran the Sochi [Winter Olympics] event and I will run 

Pictured: Tom and Anne Koester

Why I Give (Continued)
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I don’t feel like I am just investing in an institution but in the ideas and people I believe in. People who truly care about a town 
I grew up in and the youth from around the world that come to MCI to gain an amazing education and to experience what 
we did growing up. After living in various parts of the country it only makes me appreciate more the foundation I got from 
MCI and the wonderful community called Pittsfield. It is a tradition that I want to see kept alive for others to benefit from.  
~ Peg Olson ‘84

During my first visit to MCI and Pittsfield, my husband’s alma mater and home town, I could see how special the School was, 
in every way.  I attended a traditional suburban Connecticut public high school and was totally unfamiliar with the idea of 
a Town Academy having both day and residential students from many different places in a small-town environment.  I was 
immediately captured by the unique role that MCI plays in the entire community, the dedication of its faculty and staff, the 
devotion of its alumni, and the spirit of its students.  It’s an honor to do everything I can for a place that provides extraordinary 
opportunities to so many people in so many ways.   ~ Elaine Patterson, Trustee
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As a Pittsfield native and alumnus, I appreciate the value and perspective that an MCI education provides for its student 
body.  We felt it was very important to support the Founders Campaign to help ensure that MCI can continue to thrive as the 
centerpiece of community pride and activity and to offer its unique international and multicultural learning environment to 
local students.   ~ Robert Cianchette ‘78 and Hillary Ginsberg

MCI opened doors for me, a “Townie,” athletically, socially, academically.  MCI stimulated my curiosity.  It gave me the analytical 
tools I needed to understand “things” and to make stuff happen. MCI inspired me to explore my inner and outer worlds.  It 
taught me that hard work, personal responsibility, a positive attitude and EDUCATION would deliver “success” regardless of 
how I chose to define “success.”  MCI “did good” by me and for that reason I give to the Founders Campaign so that future 
generations can experience the same great MCI education I was blessed to enjoy.  ~ Gregg Patterson ‘69



Issue 1

Pictured: Headmaster Chris Hopkins, Patterson Lecture Series Speaker Christy Gardner and Tom 
Koester in Parks Gymnasium after Gardner’s PLS talk.

the one in Pyeongchang in Korea in 
2018. I do the organizational work for 
the tournaments to determine who and 
where each team is seeded. I also work 
with the organizing committee for the 
Olympics and Paralympics.”

In the fall of 2015, during a discussion 
about MCI and in particular the prog-
ress of the Founders Campaign, Tom 
asked if he and Anne could come up 
to visit campus and attend Gardner’s 
Patterson Lecture Series speech.  He 
was eager to see in person the academic 
community that Chris had described to 
him over the years.  Chris eagerly ac-
cepted and on March 9 and 10, Tom 
and Anne visited campus.  

“I was really impressed,” stated Anne.  
“The buildings are beautiful.  We 
stopped in to see one of the ballet 
classes and it is amazing how good 
they are.”  At the end of their visit, Tom 
and Anne were shown some drawings 
of future facilities upgrades and heard 
once again that this was the first com-
prehensive campaign in the School’s 
history involving not only buildings 
and renovations but endowment and 
the growth of the Annual Fund.  They 
also learned of the unprecedented way 
that the Trustees and others had al-
ready committed to the Campaign, and 
that the School had received its first $1 
million gift.

Tom stated, “To be very honest, after 
sitting down and talking with Chris 
for a while I finally asked him, ‘what 
can we do for you?’  We were very im-
pressed with the School and he and I 
had talked over the years about what 
the Campaign was intended to do.”  
Tom and Anne departed from campus 
saying they wanted to help and needed 
to talk.  A week later Chris received 
word from them that they wanted to 

initiate a $500,000 Challenge.  

The Koester Challenge matches the 
next $500,000 MCI raises for the 
Founders Campaign, dollar for dollar.  
With this opportunity provided by 
Tom and Anne, gifts will go twice as 
far towards helping students, doubling 
the impact.  

Chris was understandably stunned by 
their generous offer and asked what 
had inspired them to make this com-
mitment.  Tom and Anne simply said 
that in 48 hours they saw countless ex-
amples of how MCI was serving and 
inspiring a diverse student body.  “I 
think we are fortunate to be in a posi-
tion to be able to help people,” stated 
Tom.  “We’ve helped the sled hockey 
community and we’ve seen the rewards 
that that’s reaped. My philosophy is 
that we should help people so they can 
take advantage of new opportunities.  
Both Anne and I want to do things 
that will improve society and improve 
the lives of people.  If we can help in 
a little way to expose students to new 
opportunities that they would enjoy 

and perhaps give them a better situ-
ation in life, it’s the right thing to do.” 

Of the intent behind the Challenge, 
Tom explained, “We hope the Chal-
lenge will encourage others to give, to 
help strengthen MCI so the students 
will have better facilities and more 
opportunities. We thought that this 
would be a great way to perhaps affect 
the young people’s lives.”  

Since the public launch of the Cam-
paign during Reunion Weekend 2016, 
$297,931 of the Koester Challenge has 
been matched.  “We are so thankful to 
the Koesters for their generous gift,” 
said Board President Norbert Young 
Jr ’66.  “This challenge has already 
energized supporters and provides an 
amazing opportunity for those who 
believe in strengthening the future of 
MCI.”

Summing up their challenge gift in his 
characteristically straightforward way, 
Tom added, “It’s all about the kids, 
isn’t it?”
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Michael Adams ’04
Jason & Alycia Kerr Allen ’97
Anonymous
Timothy Archibald ’84
William ’63 & Beverly Ball
N. Blake Bartlett  
James ’63 & Penny Shorey Basford ’77
Scott ’70 & Susan Bean
Oliver & Jennifer Voter Beane ’97
Janet Eaton Belisle ’55
Paul Bertrand ’59
Tom Bertrand ’90
George Bevis  
Delia Young Bickford ’60
Nancy Knight Billings ’52
Charles Boetsch ’65
Christopher Boetsch ’69
Francis ’55 & Anne McCready Bowen ’55
Ronello Brown ’40
Sarah Walsh Brown  
Peter & Sally Smith Bryant ’61
Elizabeth Gagne Calise ’53
David & Jean Stackhouse Carnes ’62
Douglas & Tania Rogers Carnrick ’73
Scott Carter ’73
Harriet Riley Cederstrom ’49
Richard & Judith Smith Chapman ’64
R. Daniel ’59 and Sandra Cheney
James ’85 & Sheila Christie 
Helen Esty Cianchette ’48
Kenneth Cianchette ’42
Priscilla Cianchette
Robert Cianchette ’78 & Hillary Ginsberg
Ted ’76 & Ann Cianchette
Garret Cole ’68
Robert Collier ’52
Kenneth ’77 & Mary Bowden Connors ’77
Heidi Cook  
Arielle Costello ’06 & James Van Deventer
Douglas & Lori Cummings 
Brandon Curry  
Irma Cushing  
John & Tracy Dean  
Robin Chaffee Dewkett ’84
Louise Dow 
Karla Edney 
David ’70 & Susan Smith England ’73
Jason Farson  
Artur Fass  
Michael Fendler ’70
Peter Fendler ’80
Stephen Fendler ’68
Erin Fitts ’02

Gary ’69 & Amy Fitts
Ross ’78 & Kelly Breau Fitts ’79
Sean & Kristie Folan  
David & Tracye Caldwell Fortin ’81
Richard & Suzan Franks  
Anthony  Frederick Jr. ’59
Michael & Helen Gallagher  
Donna Hodgins Graham ’46
Jeffrey Gray ’68
Russell ’74 & Dena Frost Hall ’79
Susan Haseltine ’67
Robert & Danielle Hayes  
Jeffery Hazell ’79
William Jr. ’47 and Leona Hendricks
B. Hieronymus & Ellen Cihiwsky
Michael ’86 & Michelle Vigue Hodgins ’91
Dean Homstead ’69
Christopher & Suzanne Hopkins  
James & Eileen Hornor  
Patrick Jordan ’82
E. Robert ’35 and Margaret Kinney
Thomas & Anne Koester 
Carl & Catherine Kropf
Sherman Lahaie Jr. ’60
James Leonard  
Robert Libby ’48  
Gary ’78 & Annette Liimatainen
Martha Lloyd ’70
Laurie ’71 & Wayne Loosigian
David ’86 & Theresa MacGown  
Kelly McCormick  
Roberta McGuire  
Robert Menucci ’64
Dalen Mills ’66
Catherine Doyle Mooers ’53
Jason ’90 & Susan Watson Morton ’85
Gregg ’81 & Laurie Newhouse  
Daniel Oakes ’66 & Anna Maria Parker ’66
David ’87 & Cindy O'Brien  
Margaret Maynard Olson ’84
Gregory ’69 & Elaine Patterson
Haozhe Peng & Ying Wang  
Steve & Anna Watson Peterson ’81
Rich Poulin & Susan Quint ’75
Joseph & Nancy Roberts  
Lincoln Robinson  
Pamela Kelley Rogoski ’73
James Rowe ’69
Nancy Christie Sander ’67
Michael ’62 & Priscilla Savage
Thomas ’64 & Sally Savage
Linda Shorey ’69
Timothy Simeone ’86 & Kim Griffin

Laura Robison Singh ’02
George Slade Jr. ’65
Cynthia Sloma ’74
Carolyn Smith  
Evelyn Blood Stavro ’52
John Tarbox ’67
Eric ’84 & Julie Thompson
Daniel & Elizabeth Sharples Tilton  
Dean & Terri Vieira  
Andi ’89 & Emily Melvin Vigue ’88
Michael Vigue ’64
Peter ’65 & Carole Vigue ’64
Emily Wagner ’04
Richard & Doreen Waite  
Jennifer Watson  
Clint ’86 & Sarah Williams 
Rosalie Williams 
Ruth Dutting Witte ’76
Gerry Wright 
James York Jr. ’65 
Norbert Jr. ’66 & Christine Young

Alicia J. Nichols Fundraising Counsel  
Allianz Life Insurance Company of North America 
Cianbro Charitable Foundation   
CM Almy
Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC   
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Golden Pond Wealth Management   
Herman and Henrietta Denzler Charitable Trust
Hydrograss Corp. 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company  
New York Life Insurance and Annuity  
The Parkrow Charitable Trust   
Riverview Lobster Pound, Inc.   
Rudman & Winchell    
The Savage Family Foundation
Skowhegan Savings Charitable Foundation  
United Technologies Matching Gifts Program
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Thank You to Our Founders Campaign Donors!

For more information about the Campaign, and/or to make a gift, please visit
www.mci-school.org/FoundersCampaign
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In honor of Ron Bessey ’62: Anonymous 
In honor of Edward C. Cass, Ph.D.: Sarah Brown
In honor of Frank S. Cushing Jr. & Frank S. Cushing Sr.:  
Irma Cushing 
In honor of the MCI Class of 1969: James Rowe ’69
In memory of Sonia Call Bartlett ’55: N. Blake Bartlett
In memory of Jeannette Webb Fitts ’46: Hydrograss Corp., 
Golden Pond Wealth Management, Priscilla Cianchette, 
Helen Cianchette ’48, Louise Dow, Richard & Suzan Franks, 
Martha Lloyd ’70, Rich Poulin & Susan Quint ’75, Peter ’65 &  
Carole Vigue ’64, James York Jr. ’65 
In memory of Steven L. Wright: Gerry Wright


