
 

The Husky Howl
Maine Central Institute Clubs & Activities

   It has been an outstanding year 
for students involved in clubs & 
activities. The Husky Howl is proud 
and excited to bring you 
information about our students’ 
success. We look forward to next 
year, with many new clubs available 
to our student body! 

Coding Club  
   The group finished the year by 
attending the MLTI Student 
Conference at UMO where they 
received many compliments on their 
club t-shirts. At the conference, 
some students attended workshops 
about coding on the iPad, while 

others went to sessions on digital 
storytelling and 3D printing.  In 
May, the club explored Makey-
Makey, Arduino, and Raspberry Pi 
devices, and made their own input 
controllers out of clay. As a group, 
Coding Club has made great 
progress in their understanding of 
HTML and Javascript, laying the 
foundation for some amazing 
projects. They hope to be building 
their own apps soon! 

Model UN 
   The Model UN group traveled to 
the University of Southern Maine 
on May 11th-13th to participate in 

the Maine Model UN Conference. 
The students joined 500 other 
students from across the state and 
spent the time debating, writing 
speeches, and working together to 
pass appropriate resolutions. MCI's 
group represented Mexico and 
Namibia on a range of committees. 
The MCI students represented the 
school very well. Desai Chu and 
Jesse Langford were awarded 
distinguished delegate awards based 
on their outstanding effort in their 
committees. Abigail DeSchiffart 
was awarded the diplomacy award, 
which is the highest award given to 
any Model UN student. 

New & Exciting at Maine Central Institute:
The Coding Club!!



 

Destination Imagination 
After winning the state competition, MCI's 
Destination Imagination team has finished their first 
year of competitive improvisation. Although they 
were invited to compete in the global event happening 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, the team chose to remain in 
Maine and celebrate their victory on home turf. With 
two graduating seniors, the team is looking forward to 
holding tryouts next fall for anyone interested in 
filling the four open spots with fresh ideas and 
creative problem solving. Is this you? Keep an eye on 
the announcements this September! 

National Honors Society 
The National Honor Society group was busy this past 
month. They had a successful candy fundraiser in 
April and also a dress down day. The proceeds from 
these two events will be used to buy pins for the new 
inductees and senior recognition tassels. Don't forget! 
The induction ceremony for 2015 will take place the 
morning of Senior Chapel in Wright Gymnasium. 

Creative Writing  
This group had the most people involved ever this 
year! Poems, novels, short stories, and plays were all 
represented, and rare was the time that they didn't use 
every minute of club time for readings. As ever, 
writers were very supportive of one another and 
looked forward to each others' continuing chapters, 
stories, and other work. It was a great year! 

SLC 
On May 9, SLC worked with HealthySV to host the 
third annual High on Life 5K. Members volunteered 
on a chilly Saturday morning to register a great 
turnout of participants! In March and April SLC 
facilitated an extremely successful peanut butter and 
jelly drive. The donations from advisor groups and 
offices maxed out our MCI food pantry and provided 
plenty more to the Pittsfield food pantry. As a school 
we collected 3,625.8 ounces of PB&J. Thank you to 
all who donated! SLC hopes to start next year off with 
another food drive as successful as this one to fill our 
MCI food pantry!  

Captains Club 
The Captains’ Club completed a successful 2014-2015 
year with a golf tournament at J.W. Parks on May 2. 
Gavin Dugas organized and administered the 
tournament, aimed at raising funds for the purchase of 
a portable, wireless scoreboard for the new athletic 
fields. Fourteen teams competed in the tourney. 
Between team fees and sponsors, the tourney raised 
enough money for the purchase of the scoreboard. 
This fundraising effort is the byproduct of months of 
planning by the Captains’ Club, and specifically 
Gavin Dugas. We look forward to our projects for 
next year. 

Ping Pong Club 
Ping Pong Club continues to host fun and exciting 
matches each Wednesday on Weymouth's 4th floor.  
Recently, golf team members Eric Dugas and Carter 
Pearl joined our ranks after learning that ping pong 
was an excellent way to develop hand and wrist 
dexterity for golf.  Also, newcomer John Kim 
defeated reigning champion Jason Song in an 
unofficial game, and we are anxiously awaiting an 
official title match.  Club advisor Mr. Beach also 
nearly crushed Jason in 3 straight closely contested 
games.   



Art Club  
Art Club is currently working on a 
collaborative mural drawing project 
with MCI's Special Ed. Department. 
With this mural, we are celebrating 
the happiness and positivity we all 
feel with the arrival of Spring after 
such a long, cold, snowy winter! 
This mural will hopefully be 
completed by the end of the year. 
Stay tuned for further information 
about when/where you can view this 
exciting collaborative piece!  

Masardis 
Masardis has been busy putting on 
their spring coffeehouses. With a 
variety of musical, improv, and other 
performances, MCI has really 
showcased its school year theme of 
creativity to a whole new level. They 
are looking forward to getting two 
more coffeehouses in before the end 
of the year. Thursday May 28 from 
6:30 to 8 will be their Senior 
Sendoff! They have a lot of seniors 
who have been instrumental (ha, a 
pun) in their club to say goodbye to: 
Maddi Whittington, Jessica 
Leibowitz, Charlie Ji, Alexis 
Wacker, Wesley Burton, Kevin 
Belgard, Lexi LaMarre, and 
Katherine Smith to name a few. 
They would like to invite everyone 
to celebrate their hard work and 
promising futures! They are looking 
forward to the opportunity to have 
Senior Sendoff be their first out-door 
coffeehouse as well! The group will 
be performing on the Dining Hall 
terrace. You won't want to miss this! 
As if that wasn't enough to plan, 
Masardis members are also 
underway compiling and editing a 
collection of MCI's literary and 
visual creativity for the return of the 
Masardis magazine. Students from 
various courses and clubs have 
submitted work to be published in 
Masardis's magazine which will be 
electronically available this year! 
Thanks for a great year Masardis 
members and all of you who have 
gone out of your way to enjoy some 
Masardis! Creativity On!  

Longboard Club 
Now that the snow and ice have cleared 
and we can be (mostly) certain that it is 
not coming back, Longboard Club will 
be using the last few weeks of school to 
get out on our boards! We look forward 
to feeling the wind on our faces and the 
pavement under our wheels. If you are 
interested in Longboarding Club, please 
see Mr. Walker.  

Aomori Hosts & Travelers 
All of our MCI Aomori Host Students 
and their families received beautifully 
handwritten letters from all of their 
Aomori Minami Senior High School 
visitors from last October (2014). 
Aomori Travelers had another 
successful fundraiser selling candy in 
March, and hope to travel to Aomori this 
year in November (2015). 

Kindness Krew 
The Kindness Krew has been busy over 
the past month continuing to raise 
money to send a young girl from Kenya 
to school. They also just ended Random 
Acts of Kindness (RAK) week. During 
this members handed out baked goods 
and candy during passing periods, 
placed kindness quotes on vehicles 
around campus and created May 
baskets. These baskets were randomly 
distributed throughout campus. The 
purpose of this week was to spark others 
to do a random act of kindness 
themselves. 

Philanthropy Council 
New to campus, the Philanthropy 
Council was integral in planning / 
executing our “Day of Giving” on 
Tuesday, June 28th. Thanks to their 
leadership and efforts, MCI benefitted 
greatly from the generosity of so many 
donors both near and far. The council 
looks forward to many more projects in 
the future, as they build their identity 
and take on new members. 

Key Club 
This active group has continued to stay 
busy through the spring season. Most 
notably they raised money for Pennies 
for Patients, and then participated in the 
Annual Pittsfield Easter Egg Hunt in 
early April. Members enjoyed stuffing 
eggs and hiding them for children in the 
community to find. They are currently 
busy planning the Spring Community 
Service Day that will take place on 
Wednesday, June 10th. They will also 
organize the window painting activities 
for Egg Festival Weekend and help plan 
the Reunion Weekend 5k at MCI. 
Congratulations to Logan Rollins, Linh 
Ho, Jacklyn Larochelle and Xantal 
Dufrasne for being elected as next 
year’s Key Club Officers! 

Student Council 
Student Council raised $800 for St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital through 
pledges taken in for our 24-hour fast.  
Thank you to everyone who participated 
and who pledged!  They also sponsored 
the Staff v. Student volleyball game, and 
once again, the staff took the series after 
some very well-played games by both 
teams.  The information gathered from 
students who took our student issues 
survey has been compiled and we are 
looking at an action plan to be 
implemented in the fall. They helped 
friends and staff say a special goodbye 
to seniors by selling and delivering 
Senior Grams, and each senior received 
a goody bag of candy from us.  There 
last event of the year was the May 
Campus Coffee, a time to honor and to 
"roast" the seniors a bit.  Also, Student 
Council chose to recognize Mr. Fortier 
for his positive role here on campus and 
we will make a $100 donation in his 
name to LeeAnn's trip to the Lobster 
Bowl, at his request.  Lastly, at there 
final meeting of the year we elected 
officers for next year.  They are Leah 
Carron, Shelby Dunton, Miranda 
Kuespert, and Sophie Flynn, president. 

Model UN Members At Their Conference


