
 

The Academic Husky

Junior Perspective

News & Notes from the MCI Academic Office

Junior College Access Month

2nd Annual FAFSA-thon 
    On Monday, January 4th, the MCI Academic 
Office will host the 2nd Annual FAFSA-thon in the 
Kinney Conference Room. The event is a great 
opportunity for students, parents and families to 
complete the FAFSA with a member of the Finance 
Authority of Maine. The evening will kick off at 
5:00 p.m. and is available for any senior and their 
parent(s). With an RSVP, dinner in the MCI Dining 
Commons will be provided for those that plan to 
attend! 

     
If you would like to participate in this event, please 
RSVP to Scott Giallombardo at 
sgiallombardo@mci-school.org by Monday, 
December 29th. If you have not had a chance to 
complete the FAFSA, this will be a great 
opportunity to do so. 
    

    During the month of 
October, the academic 
counselors met with most 
juniors about their college & 
career goals, and how to plan 
for their post secondary lives. 
Again, our Humanities 
Department was instrumental 
in allowing us time during their 
classes to present this 
important information to our 
junior class. As a result, each 
student is now more 
comfortable researching 
colleges of interest, exploring 
different career opportunities 
and navigating the endless 
information that is available to 
them electronically.
    We are very pleased with 
the amount of time, thought 
and effort that our junior class 
is putting into considering 
college and career options. 
  We are so happy that most 
members of the class now 
have a CollegeBoard account. 

Throughout the year, the class 
of 2017 will continue to use 
this information while finalizing 
a college list, finishing career 
interest surveys, building 
resumes, and much more!
     In May, the Academic 
counselors will conduct 
“Senior Entry Interviews” with 
our junior class. We hope to 
be able to get them jump 
started on their college and 
career planning, which really 
picks up during the summer 
leading into their senior year.
    As next August 
approaches,each junior should 
be prepared to complete a 
Senior Survey, create a 
Common Application Account, 
finalize their college list, build 
a resume, complete the senior 
questionnaire, and much 
more!
    We are very proud of our 
juniors’ progress!  

What do 
you look 
forward to 
most about 
applying to 
college?

Holiday Edition

"As I have started the process of searching 
for colleges, I have found that the thoughts or 
the ideas of the unknown excite me the most. 
The new classes I will take, the connections 
that will be made, and the preparedness I will 
develop for the challenges of the real world, 
are what motivate me to continue working to 
achieve my goals."

Scholarships (Seniors) 
While you’re hard at work taking care of college 

applications, filing FAFSA and planning for college, 
don’t forget about scholarships! Who couldn’t use some 

help with tuition and other costs?  There are many 
private scholarships available and you’ll find all the 

information you need (deadlines, criteria, requirements 
and application info) on Naviance.  If you need help 

applying, please see your Academic Counselor or Ms. 
McWilliams in the Academic Office.

Carter Pearl ‘17

mailto:sgiallombardo@mci-school.org
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  On November 12th, 45 students and 4 faculty 
members braved an early morning departure to 
visit the Colleges of the Fenway (COF) in 
Boston.  Beginning with Emmanuel and 
followed by Massachusetts College of Art, 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences, and ending with Wentworth Institute of 
Technology, students were given snapshots of 
various aspects of academics, campus life, and 
treated to insider information from current 
students about what it is like to be a COF 
student.  MCI students asked great questions, 
continued conversations with faculty members 
about potential future plans, and enjoyed seeing 
what college life could be like in the heart of 
Boston.  We finished the day with lunch and 
exploration time at Fanueil Hall, which provided 
students an opportunity to check out a thriving 
part of downtown Boston and experience what it 
would be like to be a student in the city. 

Colleges of the Fenway Tour

Wentworth Institute of 
Technology!

Emmanuel College!

MASS College of Art!

Faneuil Hall!

"I really like the opportunities 
that the Colleges of the Fenway give 
you because you take classes at all 
the schools.  They are on my list of 

schools I'm looking at now!"

"I like how all the 
colleges are connected to 

each other.  It's a mixture and 
variety of students and schools so you 
get a taste of several different colleges.  

I'm definitely interested in looking 
further at Emmanuel College 

now!" 

“The College of the 
Fenway tour was a great 

opportunity to visit and learn 
about different colleges outside of 

Maine. It was a fun and educational 
trip with experiences that I'll 

never forget”

“Each college offers different majors, 
but they all work together, so nothing is 

impossible”

Josh Buker ‘17

Nikki Stewart ‘18

Ryanne Bane ‘17

Sebastian Peill-Meininghaus ‘17



 

Financial Aid Thoughts 
for Seniors & Parents 

1) Prepare 
       - Research Costs using Net 
Price Calculator found on each 
college’s website 
       - Research financial aid 
deadlines & requirements 
       -Research Scholarship 
Opportunities 
.  
2)   Apply 
      -Visit www.fafsa.gov to file 
the Free Application for Federal 

Students Aid (FAFSA) use 
estimated incomes if necessary. 
      -Complete any additional 
financial aid applications 
required by your school 
3)   Follow Up 
       -Review your FAFSA results 
carefully and correct any errors 
       -Update tax information 
using the IRS Data Retrieval, if 
possible 
       -Reply to award letters and 
complete any required documents 
related to loans of other aid 
        -famemaine.com/Education 

Another great resource for our  
parents! 

http://www.financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/
tk/resources.jsp 

Travel Abroad 
   On November 7th, three students and two 
faculty members traveled from Portland Jetport, 
Maine USA to Narita Airport in Tokyo, Japan. 
Students Anna Simeone, Megan Simeone and 
Taylor Leavitt were immersed in life at MCI’s 
sister school, Aomori High School, which is a 
typical high school in Aomori, Japan. They spent 
four days participating in classroom activities, 
after school activities and living with a traditional 
Japanese family. They stated that they will 
remember this experience for the rest of their 
lives. Teacher Sarah Brown and Academic 
Counselor Susie Furrow visited classrooms, met 
with the Principal, Vice Principal and several 
teachers during the day. They were also actively 
involved in classroom activities and participated 
in making origami paper cranes, baking green 
tea cookies, and assisting with chemistry 
projects. The staff and families at Aomori Minami 
High School treated the MCI travelers like 
royalty.  The girls were treated like they were 
American teenage rock stars. If you see any of 
the travelers on campus or in the community ask 
them about their adventures, as they are eager 
to share their experiences. 

Tutoring Available 

Dear parents / guardians,  
   I am writing to let you know about MCI’s new peer 
tutoring program. Peer tutoring is available in the 
library during study halls, Husky Time, and after 
school. Students can request or offer help in any 
subject according to their needs or strengths. Tutoring 
is available for all subject areas. The program is 
voluntary and students who offer their time as peer 
tutors can earn community service hours. Anyone 
interested in either getting a tutor or becoming a tutor 
should see Ms. Laamoon in the library, email 
elaamoon@mci-huskies.org or call (207)487-3355 ext. 
226. 
Sincerely,  
Eliza Laamoon, Library Learning Commons 
Coordinator 

Across
3. FAFSA
5. Gap Year
7. Acceptance
10. Work Study
13. Professor
14. Counselor
18. Tuition
20. Grant
21. Textbook
22. Extracurricular
23. Essay
24. Office Hours
26 UNdergraduate
27. Transcript

Down
1. Library
2. Major
4. Doctorate
6. Recommendation
8. Associate
9. Elective
11. Dormitory
12. Scholarship
15 SAT
16. Financial Aid
17. Diploma
19. Interview
25. GPA

Crossword Puzzle Answers
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    Through November, 2015, seniors at Maine Central 
Institute have been busy applying to various colleges 
throughout the United States. Many have begun 
receiving acceptances to their school choice! Husky 
Nation continues to grow as a result. Over the next 
several months, seniors will continue to receive 
admissions decisions, and coupled with there financial 
aid opportunities, will decide where they will be going 
to school next year. Students eagerly await these 
decisions and we look forward to sharing these results 
in the near future!

Seniors: Putting their Paw Prints Across the Country

Applications through November

California
California State University Long Beach
California State University Northridge
Pepperdine University
San Diego State University
University of California Berkeley
University of California Davis
University of California Irvine
University of California San Diego
University of California Santa Barbara
University of California Santa Cruz

Connecticut
Quinnipiac University
University of Connecticut
University of Hartford
University of New Haven

Florida
Florida State University
University of Florida

Illonois
University of IL Urbana Champaign

Indiana
Butler University
Indiana University Bloomington
Purdue University
University of Notre Dame

Iowa
University of Iowa

Maine
Bowdoin College
Central Maine Community College
Colby College
Eastern Maine Community College
Husson University
Kennebec Vallet Community College
Northern Maine Community College
Saint Josephs College-ME
Southern Maine Community College
Thomas College
Unity College
University of Maine Augusta
University of Maine Farmington
University of Maine Orono
University of New England
University of Southern Maine
University of Southern Maine

Maryland
Johns Hopkins University

Massachusetts
Bentely University
Boston College
Boston Conservatory
Boston University
Clark University
Emmanuel College
Harvard University
Mass. College of Phramcy & Health Sciences
Northeastern University
Simmons College
Suffolk University
UMASS Amherst
Wentworth Institute of Technology

Michigan
Kalamazoo College
Michigan State University
University of Michigan

Minnesota
Hope College

New Hampshire
Southern New Hampshire University
St. Anselm College
University of New Hampshire

New Jersey
Rutgers-Camden

New York
Adelphi University
Bard College
Binghampton
Cornell University
Fordham University
Hofstra University
Julliard School
New York University
St. John's University-Manhatten
SUNY Purchase
Syracuse University
University of Buffalo SUNY

North Carolina
Duke University
University of North Caroline Chapel Hill

Ohio
Case Western Reserve
The Ohio State University
University of Cincinnati
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of 
Music

Oklahoma
University of Oklahoma
University of Tulsa

Pennsylvania
Allegheny College
Drexel University
Lafayette College
Point Park University
Ursinus College
Villanova University

Rhode Island
Brown University
Rhode Island School of Design

Tennessee
Vanderbilt University

Utah
University of Utah
Utah Valley University

Vermont
Champlain College
Saint Michael's College

Virginia
University of Virginia
Virginia Tech

Washington
University of Washington

Washington DC
American University
Georgetown University

Wisconsin
Marquette University

Wilderness First Aid Certified 
   Wilderness First Aid is a 16 hour course that 
certifies participants to address emergencies in the 
backcountry with minimal supplies.  Over 
Thanksgiving Break, seven MCI students and two 
faculty members earned this certification.  They 
learned how to perform a patient assessment, take a 
history, and when and how to evacuate if someone 
needs additional help.  They built splints out of foam 
pads, fleece socks and sticks, created "hypowraps" 
out of tarps and sleeping bags, and figured out how 
to de-crumple patients to minimize spinal damage 
and maintain an airway.  They were also able to 
practice building emergency shelters, and simulate a 
night rescue.   

   This is the first piece of MCI's Experiential 
Education pilot program and it was a success!  
Participants spent one day on campus and two days 
at Flagstaff Hut so they could practice skills in a 
more realistic setting.  Being able to spend time "on 
the trail" allowed for a much richer experience (and 
some great views to boot!) 

   This project would not have been possible without 
support from MCI Faculty, Oak Grove Grant 
Foundation, and SOLO School of Wilderness 
Medicine.  Looking forward to more courses like 
this!

"I'd certainly 
recommend this class to 

anyone thinking about going into the 
medical field, and especially for anyone 

who is often, or enjoys being, in the 
wilderness, where definitive care may not be 

accessible. Having the basic first aid knowledge I 
received is something I am very grateful for, and 

knowing how to help someone with only what 
is immediately available could end up saving 

someone's life.” 
- Peri Cianchette ‘18 

Please visit http://goo.gl/VE24QN for more info!

http://goo.gl/VE24QN
http://goo.gl/VE24QN


 

Examples of Curriculum Pathways to Post-Secondary 
Options: If you are looking to enter…….

A 4 Year Competitive College 
- 4 years of Honors/AP Humanities 
- 4 years of College Preparatory Mathematics 

(Algebra 1/CP, Geometry/CP, Algebra 2/CP, Pre-
Calculus,  CP orAP Calculus) 

- 4 years of College Preparatory Science (Earth & 
Space Science/CP, Biology/CP, Chemistry/CP, 
Physics/CP (also AP Physics, AP Chemistry, AP 
Biology,  AP Environmental Science, Dual 
Enrollment Anatomy & Physiology if available) 

- 4 years of the same Foreign Language 
- 1 year of Fine Arts 
- 1 year of Physical Education 
- 1/2 year of Health 
- Assorted electives in social sciences, human 

development, fine arts and science 
- *College classes are highly recommended for top 

students as well 

A 4 Year College 
- 4 years of College Preparatory Humanities 
- 4 years of College Preparatory Mathematics 

(Algebra 1/CP, Geometry/CP, Algebra 2/CP, Pre-
Calculus) 

- 4 years of College Preparatory Science (Earth & 
Space Science/CP, Biology/CP, Chemistry/CP, 
Physics/CP,  Anatomy & Physiology) 

- 2-3 years of the same Foreign Language 
- 1 year of Fine Arts 
- 1 year of Physical Education 
- 1/2 year of Health 
- Assorted electives in social sciences, human 

development, fine arts and science 

A 2 Year College 
- 4 years of English 
- 3 years of history 
- 4 years of Mathematics (Algebra 1, Geometry & 

Algebra 2) 
- 4 years of Science 
- 1 year of Fine Arts 
- 1 year of Physical Education 
- 1/2 year of Health 
- Assorted electives in social sciences, human 

development, fine arts and science 

Directly into the Workforce & Military 
- 4 years of English 
-  3 years of History 
- 4 years of Mathematics 
- 4 years of Science 
- 1 year of Fine Arts 
- 1 year of Physical Education 
- 1/2 year of Health 
- Assorted electives in social sciences, human 

development, fine arts, and science 

** The decisions that students and parents make in 
their choice of courses in the sequence of courses are 
most important. Choices made for the freshmen and 
sophomore years will strongly affect the options 
available for the junior and senior years. Students and 
parents should also know exactly where the student 
stands (credit total) at the end of each year. It is very 
important that they work closely with their academic 
counselor through this process. 

FASFA-thon is scheduled for January 4, 2016. Our MSSI 
Representative will be available to assist parents/students with your 
financial aid needs. If you are unable to attend the FASFA-thon 
please speak with your Academic Counselor to schedule a time that 
would be convienant to meet with our MSSI Representative.  

   We are pleased to announce that we will be having our 2nd 
Annual Young Alumni Panel on January 7, 2016 from 10:50 
am-1:00 pm. Please encourage your high school junior or senior to 
sign up for this event. They can see their Academic Counselor for 
more details.  

  We look forward to seeing you at both fabulous events!

Congratulations to the following students for 
being recognized as MCI Finalists!

-Amanda Hayes
-Kosta Pribylov

-Hannah Orr
-MacKenzie 
Carbonneau
-Patricia Thai
-Kristen Shute
-Jacob Ackroyd

-Kassandra Grover
-Sarah Kossowan

-Billy Wu
-Brenden Carter

-Charlie Swift
-Emily Ford

-Michael Niayesh
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ACROSS   
3 abbreviation for a form students must fill out to be considered for financial aid   
5 2-word term for a year some students take between high school and college   
7 an ______ letter informs a student of admittance   
10 2-word term for financial aid you will earn through a job   
13 term used for a teacher with a Ph.D. at the college level   
14 a college & career ______ helps students in the application process (among many other things!)   
18 fees charged by a school for academic instruction   
20 a form of financial aid one does not have to repay   
21 one might get this in the bookstore   
22 describes activities that students engage in outside of the regular school day   
23 college ______: an original piece of student writing required for many applications   
24 2-word term for the time professors/instructors set aside to meet with students   
26 a student working toward an associate or bachelor's degree   
27 the official record of your course work at a school   
 
DOWN 

  

1 where many students go to study and read on campus   
2 focused course of study in college   
4 highest academic degree one can earn in a field   
6 letters of ________ are required for many applications   
8 a degree one can earn in your first two years after high school   
9 a course which is not required for graduation   
11 where students live   
12 a form of financial aid one does not have to repay   
15 well-known college admission test   
16 2-word term for all types of funding used to help a student pay for school expenses   
17 important document showing completion of a degree program   
19 a meeting a student may have with an admissions representative   
25 abbreviation for a number used to show overall academic performance   

 

Academic Office Crossword Puzzle 

Are you College Ready? ??

? ?

Happy Holidays from the Academic Office!!


